
Faith at Home… The Role of the Holy Spirit 
Ephesians 4:30 

 
We have a desperate need for freedom from sin and often we masquerade pretend we are strong and 
have no need and that our sins a small.   We don’t see the hardening and deceitfulness of all sins.  Do 
you know that many churches have been ruined by what we would call “small sins”; gossip, fighting and 
divisiveness as much if not more that have been marred by sexual sin.  Eph. 4 talks about taking off these 
sins.  Imagine if we were a people that were quick to repent from all evil even our so called “small sins”.   .  
Do you have the desire to be holy and a serious concern for holy living?     Today is about revival. 

PRAY 
 
Alright let’s get crazy about the Holy Spirit.  Why does that maybe unsettle you? 
  Unfortunately we shy away because of bad examples of crazy HS people. 
 Why is it we can get deep into the Father heart of God, celebrate Jesus,  

but not so much with HS?      Is not the Holy Spirit God?   
 
First let’s talk about                           
Who is the person Holy Spirit?             and then we will talk about What is His work in our lives? 

Often talking about or even the study of the HS can be mysterious. 
     The KJV didn’t help calling Him the Holy ‘Ghost’.  This makes it sound as though  

the Spirit is some impersonal power at work like electricity. 
              Yes the HS is powerful but He is personal because He is a person. 

 He is a person 
            The personhood of the HS is reinforced by our Eph. 4:30  He can be grieved. 

λυπέω indicates grief, sorrow, and distress.  “Our Nation grieves with those who 
         PIC              have lost loved ones in the shooting at the High School in Parkland, Florida.  As a mark of  

solemn respect for the victims of the terrible act of violence” flag half-staff    
        Ps 78:40   “how often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved his heart” 

          You don’t grieve a power or force, you grieve a person. He is a person who also is 
He is God.  to lie to the Spirit is to lie to God Acts 5:3-4             

The Trinity is three equally divine persons 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.  One Spirit 4:4 
Holy Spirit is not the 3rd party, the 3rd less important God- He is God. 

       
We now ask the question: 
What is His work in our lives?     
      The main goal and work of the HS is testifying and bringing glory to Christ Jn. 15:26; 16:14 
         So any talk, song, supposed work of the HS that does not lead to Christ or focus X is off. 

 Any work of the Spirit that does not testify or glorify Christ might not be the HS. 
         Anyone who is crazy about the Holy Spirit but excludes Christ is missing the point. 
 

There are 3 main aspects of His work.  Salvation, empowerment and Christ-likeness. 
First Saving Work- Salvation 

Did you know that our salvation is Trinitarian 1 Peter 1:2  God the Father knew you and 
chose you long ago, and His Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed 
Him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 
We also see this in Ephesians 1 

Salvation originates in the Father (3-6) and is accomplished by the Son (7-11)  
and is applied by the power and ministry of the Holy Spirit (12-14) 

 



The Spirit’s work in salvation thus is the direct application of the saving work of Christ. 
He makes the saving work of Christ effective in the lives of sinful people. 

 Along with the Father the HS produces regeneration (born again),  
leading to conversion (faith and repentance). 

    
 
Second Empowering Work 
 As we studied in Eph. 4, (July 23rd)  we have been given gifts, spiritual gifts of service. 

As part of the work, God gives us spiritual gifts through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
I Cor. 12:11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,  

and He distributes them to each one, just as He determines 
These spiritual gifts are more than natural talents, they are empowerments that the Holy  

Spirit gives to each member of the Body of Christ for various kinds of ministry in 
ways that were not possible by mere natural effort apart from the Holy Spirit for 
ministry so that the body of Christ would be built up.  

We must use the gifts God gave us to work to build up the church  
until we reach the full maturity in ministry and fullness with Christ. 

 
 
We must not stop at salvation or the gifts He has given, a “check the box” and I’m saved attitude. 

   Salvation without holy living is cheap grace, 
 holy living apart from salvation is religious legalism.    

               Or stated another way Christianity is both “come and dine” and “come and die” 
This leads to the next area of His work in glorifying Christ. 

 
Third and our main focus today is the Sanctifying Work- Christ-likeness  
     Let’s first briefly look at the theological insight and then the rest of our time in application. 
 

Here the HS’s work in making us more like Christ.  This took place at the beginning of 
the Christian life I Cor. 6:11 But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

     God’s purpose for the Christian during his life on earth is sanctification, Christ-likeness 
 p. 198 QFG 

1 Thess. 4:3-7  It is God’s will that you should be sanctified… 7 For God did not call us to 
be impure, but to live a holy life.8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not 
reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.     

The argument for living a holy life is because we have been given the HS. 
Sanctification, holy living has a culmination at the return of Christ when the effects of sin 
will be fully removed. “the day of redemption” verse 30 

 
Summary before we get to application 
The Holy Spirit’s work is to apply the saving work of Christ to us -which exalts Christ. 
The Holy Spirit’s work is to empower the service of Christ through us -which exalts Christ. 
The Holy Spirit’s work is to enable Christ-like living in us -which exalts Christ.                  

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into 
union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, 
guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.  EFCA 
 
Now to application …   
 



What does this look like in my life?  
What is the role of the HS in our lives as we fight sin?   
What is the pathway to living a holy life?   What is the process in cultivating a holy life? 
How can one get victory over sin, and how much is possible?   

      Different answers can come from different theological backgrounds and convictions  
5 views Wesleyan, Reformed, Pentecostal, Keswick, Dispensational     
 I enjoy the healthy fact that in this church we have all of these views represented. 

  
When I was in high school I was never able to and an applied science class like physics 
 I complained about my math classes “will I ever use this in the real life?” 
 
Applied Christianity  
How is Jesus with us John 14:20-26?  Though He left us physically, he is with us spiritually 
through the “personal presence of the Holy Spirit.  Christ dwells in us through the Spirit”.  Thus 
for me it is far better to have the Holy Spirit in me than Jesus next to me. 
You can have victory over sin through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The gospel is applied by the power of the Spirit. 
Doing the right thing 
Fighting sin 
Helps 
Guides 
Advises 
Encourages 
Empowers believers to be transformed into the likeness of Christ 
All Christian behavior should flow out of the gospel and should be applied to every area of our 
lives 
 
Holiness itself is incapable of progress apart from God.  Holiness is capable of progress through 
our faith and obedience and the power of the Spirit.  This is called sanctification, God’s work in 
us and our active work to be like Christ. 
Fight with the power of the Holy Spirit.           
 
The witness of grace and the Holy Spirit in our lives is   
Holiness promotes the grace of God in our lives and in this church 
 
Does the Spirit of God actually grieve? Yes because of our sin, He is grieved and angered by 
human sin. Do not live in behavior that displeases God. 
What does it mean to grieve the Holy Spirit? The sins of the mouth that cause disunity between 
believers. Christian behaviors such as lying steeling, uncontrolled anger and slander can grieve 
the HS.    
 
Today yield all areas of your life to the Holy Spirit which will bring glory to Christ. 
 
 
 
 


